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Sagaribana Project: “From Okinawa to
the World, Wishing for Everlasting Peace

Together”

On June 22, the “Ichari-Van Night: The Spirit
of Okinawa” was held at the Nikkei Cultural
Centre and Museum. The event was organized
by the Vancouver Okinawa Taiko to introduce
Okinawan culture and promote everlasting peace

through “The Sagaribana Project.” It was co-
hosted by the Vancouver Okinawa Ken-Yuaikai.

The venue featured various booths
showcasing Okinawan culture, and the food
kiosks were quite popular with long lineups.

Eisa performance of “Sagaribana” by Vancouver Okinawa Taiko on June 22, 2024. Photo by Koichi Saito/Japan Canada Today

From Editor

We are proud to present
the third issue of Japan
Canada Today. The world
is currently facing various
issues, and Canada and
Japan are no exceptions.

Check QR code for
Japan Canada Today
in English online.

These issues also impact

our everydaylives. Through
covering daily events, we
aim to bridge between
Canada and Japan and,
ultimately, connect the
world. Thank you for your
continued support

Japan Canada Today
YouTube videos are available
in English, too.

Scan the QR code here.

Video Advertisement opportunity on

Japan Canada Boday

We are excited to announce that Japan Canada Today will begin
offering video advertisements on our website in August. Video
ads have the potential to enhance your business greatly and are
expected to have a more significant advertising impact.

For inquiries regarding video ads and ad production, please | - W
contact us at ad@japancanadatoday.ca. - - Fris
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At 8 pm, in coordination with noon Japan time
on June 23, a moment of silence was marked
simultaneously worldwide, followed by a
performance of the Eisa dance “Sagaribana,”
wishing for everlasting peace from Okinawa.

June 23 is “Irei no Hi” Okinawa Memorial
Day. This day marks the end of the combat by
the Japanese military in the Battle of Okinawa
during the final stages of World War II in 1945.
It is a public holiday in Okinawa, and even 79
years later, it is the day dedicated to comforting
the souls of approximately 200,000 lost lives,
including an estimated 94,000 civilian casualties
from Okinawa, and
praying for everlasting
peace.

The Sagaribana
Project, organized by
the Okinawan creative
arts group Requios, was
conceived to spread the
importance of everlasting
peace from Okinawa to
the world.

Ms. Masami
Hanashiro, the president
of Vancouver Okinawa
Taiko, spoke about the
significance of “Irei no
Hi” for the people of
Okinawa. She expressed
her deep emotion and
gratitude, saying, “It is a
special day for the people
of Okinawa. Vancouver
Okinawa Taiko is
honoured to participate
in the ‘Sagaribana

999

Project.
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With heartfelt gratitude for all the “chatting,”

We received the news that Ms. Grace Eiko
Thomson has passed away. I don’t remember
when I first met her, but [ remember her always
being there whenever I covered the Japanese
Canadian community.

saying, “I’'m not very good at Japanese,” and
then launch into conversation. Her petite frame
radiated smiles and energy, bridging the gap
between the two communities.

It’s hard to believe we won’t hear more of

her stories. There were so many more things
I wanted to ask her. The Japanese Canadian
community has lost a truly precious person.
We will always remember her and her lively
“chatting.”

There is no need to introduce Ms. Grace’s
background; she was one of the people who
made significant contributions to the Japanese
Canadian community. However, what I
remember most is that she loved to talk. She
always shared various stories about the Japanese
Canadian community.

Recently, I had the chance to meet her
at events related to Asahi Baseball. At the
New Year’s party in March 2022, which also
celebrated Mr. Kaye Kaminishi’s 100th birthday,
she sat beside him and laughed, saying, “Even
at 100, he is still healthy. I'll catch up soon.” She
also came to watch the Asahi Legacy Game
that same year. “Speaking of Asahi,” she would
start sharing stories from before the war. “Asahi
is an important part of the history for me,”
she said. Once she started talking, she couldn’t
stop. She also shared her experiences in the
internment camps when she had an opportunity.

Sometimes, I feel an invisible wall between
the Japanese Canadian community and the
Japanese community during my work. But
with Ms. Grace, that barrier was non-existent.
She would always start with a playful smile,

3 - N .
Ms. Grace Thomson, left, and Mr. Kaye Kaminishi for Asahi baseball new year party at Nikkei Cultural Centre and Museum on March 5, 2022.
Photo by Japan Canada Today

Japanese Canadians Internment as Seen T ﬁrougﬁ the Lens o f
Canadian Government Minority Policies

Canada, a country actively embracing
immigration and shaping its national identity
through it, continues to maintain a proactive
immigration policy and upholds “multiculturalism”
as a cornerstone of its national framework, even as

anti-immigrant sentiments rise globally. However,
Canada has not always been tolerant of minorities.

Mr. Kentaro Okada expresses his interest
in researching how the Canadian government’s
historical policies toward minorities within
the framework of Canadian
multiculturalism continue to impact
the present day.

The Canadian Government’s
Policy of Japanese Canadian
Internment

According to Mr. Okada,
issues such as the assimilation
policies towards Indigenous people
(Residential Schools system) and the
Japanese Canadian internment can
be considered common issues from
the perspective of how the Canadian
government viewed minorities.

He explains that the internment
policy classified Japanese Canadians

Tashme Museum in Sunshine Valley, B.C. on September 7, 2018. Photo by Naomi Mishima @S “‘eénemy aliens,” treating them as

people incapable of assimilating into Canadian
society. In this sense, it differs from assimilation
policies that seek to segregate and Christianize, as
in the case of Indigenous residential schools.

Mr. Okada points out that the internment policy
of Japanese Canadians remains a negative aspect
of Canadian history to this day. However, it has
also influenced Canada’s post-war multiculturalism
policy. He believes that the drafting of the
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms in
1982 reflects remorse for trampling on the human
rights of Japanese Canadians. Even though the
policy against each minority differed, they were
fundamentally the same in violating human rights.
“When you act against justice, there will inevitably
be repercussions later on. I think this is what is
happening in present-day Canada,” he said.

Kentaro Okada
Professor of Canadian studies, Faculty of Law,
Aichi University

(English Text by Naomi Mishima)

communities that have transcended discrimination.

Announcement from Japan Canada Today

In 2024, Japan Canada Today will conduct an interview project to gather the stories of individuals who experienced Japanese Canadian internment.

We warmly welcome those who can participate or may know someone interested in participating to reach out to us. Please do not hesitate to contact us if
you have any inquiries before joining, such as the interview questions.

This April marked the 75th anniversary since the Canadian government lifted its internment policy, a significant milestone. Additionally, last year
commemorated 35 years since the Canadian government issued an apology. We aim to illuminate the experiences of Japanese Canadians and the resilient

If you can contribute to this endeavour, please let us know. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. Thank you.




